
















































NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SCORING ALGORITHM 

Complete NAS Scoring Every 4 Hours 
using the Finnegan Scoring Tool 

Score�8 

NO 

• 

,. N0-----------1 

Non-Pharmacologic 
comfort measures, 
score every 2 hours 

Score �8 x2 
consecutively 

OR .:::_12 
YES,------( 

' 

11 10 
Non-Pharmacotogic 
Comfort Measures: 
1. Quiet and reduced
lighting in room.
2. Swaddle infant
3. Minimize Handling
4. Offering a Pacifier.
5. Frequent feedings
or on demand
breastfeeding as
tolerated.

Continue scoring every 4 hours 
Notify Provider to initiate transfer 

to a higher level of care 

Provider may order one time dose of morphine (0.Smg/kg) to be 
given orally for comfort while awaiting transfer. Place newborn in 
nursery on monitor prior to giving medication. 
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4. Risk Management will receive Incident Report

D. Documentation
1 . Patient record 
2. Appropriate reporting form

E. Patient Teaching
Hand out "Domestic Violence" (in English and Spanish) located in public and patient areas, 
including public restrooms. 

REFERENCES 

California Penal Code: Sections 11160, 11161, 11166 
California Welfare and Institutions Code: Section 15630 
California Board of Registered Nursing: Nursing Practice Act 
APM Policy 
Child Sexual Assault Reporting Requirements (Appendix A) 
Mandated Reporting Simplified (Appendix BJ 

ATTACHMENTS 

Appendix A - Child Sexual Assault Reporting Requirements 
Appendix B - A Quick Reference Guide to Assault and Abuse Reporting Requirements 
Appendix C - Suspected Child Abuse Report 
Appendix D - Report of Suspected Dependent Adult/Elder Abuse 

DESIGNEE All Staff 




